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Higher Education System in Malaysia

Mandate 2025 by YB Dato’ Seri Diraja Dr. Zambry Abd Kadir

Ministry of Higher Education, Malaysia

400 HEIs (public & private)

20 Public Universities ; 4 Government-Linked Universities  (GLU)

7MAIN 

FOCUS 

FOCUS 4: Internationalisation of Higher 

Education

Program 1 – Edutourism
Program 2 – Transnational Education (TNE)
Program 3 – Malaysia: ASEAN Higher Education Hub 

for Research 

10 TRANSFORMATION 

AGENDA

AGENDA 10: Centralized Admission of International 

Students

• Develop a system for the centralized admission of 
international students to Malaysia.

• Ensure that certificates submitted through the 
application process are authentic and equivalent 
to the qualifications required for entry into 
Malaysian higher education institutions.



Higher Education System in Malaysia

Malaysia Education Blueprint 2015 – 2025

(Higher Education)



Classification Universities in Malaysia

Research Universities (RU)

• Uni. Malaya (UM)

• Uni. Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)

• Uni. Sains Malaysia (USM)

• Uni. Putra Malaysia (UPM)

• Uni. Teknologi Malaysia (UTM)

Comprehensive Universities

• Uni. Teknologi Mara (UiTM)

• Uni. Malaysia Sabah (UMS)

• Uni. Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS)

• International Islamic University 

Malaysia (IIUM)

• Uni. Sains Islam Malaysia (USIM)

• Uni. Sultan Zainal Abidin (UniSZA)

Focused Universities

• Uni. Utara Malaysia (UUM)

• Uni. Pendidikan Sultan Idris (UPSI)

• Uni. Malaysia Kelantan (UMK)

• Uni. Pertahanan National Malaysia 

(UPNM)

• Uni. Malaysia Terengganu (UMT)

• Uni. Sains Islam Malaysia (USIM)

• Uni. Sultan Zainal Abidin (UniSZA)

• Uni. Malaysia Pahang Al-Sultan 

Abdullah (UMPSA)

• Uni. Malaysia Perlis (UniMAP)

• Uni. Tun Hussien Onn Malaysia(UTHM)

• Uni. Teknikal Melaka (UTeM)

Malaysia Technical University 

Network (MTUN)

• Uni. Malaysia Pahang Al-Sultan 

Abdullah (UMPSA)

• Uni. Malaysia Perlis (UniMAP)

• Uni. Tun Hussien Onn Malaysia(UTHM)

• Uni. Teknikal Melaka (UTeM)

Focus Private Universities

• Uni. Kuala Lumpur (UniKL)

• Uni. Tenaga Nasional (UNITEN)

• Multimedia University (MMU)

• Uni. Teknologi PETRONAS (UTP)



National Needs & Priorities

1️⃣ Transnational Education (TNE) & Erasmus+ Related 

• Opportunities for multiple/joint degrees

• Participation in Erasmus Mundus Joint Master (EMJM) programmes

2️⃣ Developing Global Learners

• Target: 250,000 global learners by 2030

• EU priorities: EMJM scholarships, KA171 student/staff mobility

• Flexible learning: physical mobility, micro-credentials, stackable credentials, MOOCs

• Edutourism as a strategic growth area

3️⃣ Digital Transformation in Higher Education

• Leveraging Erasmus+ in Capacity-Building in Higher Education (CBHE) projects

• Promote digital, blended, and borderless learning solutions (online platform)



Key Statistics

Erasmus+ Malaysia Achievements

Program Call
Year

No. of  
recipient

Type of 
participation

Mobility Project for HE 
Students & Staff

2022 -
2024

481 Active

CBHE 2022 -
2025

15 7 as 
coordinators

EMJM 2019 1 Partner 

EMJM Scholarship 2022-
2024

27 Individual

Jean Monnet Actions 2017 1 Coordinator

2022 2023 2024

165
152

164
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Graced by Her Majesty 
Raja Zarith Sofiah, 

Queen of Johor
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Malaysia as a 
PREMIER HIGHER 
EDUCATION HUB

Royal Wisdom: 
Empowering Women, 

Inspiring Leaders
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VENUE: MALAYSIA INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE AND EXHIBITION CENTRE, 
KUALA LUMPUR (MiTEC)
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Why to cooperate with us?

• Strategic Regional Hub

• High-Quality Education

• Strong International Partnership

• Innovation & Research Opportunities

• Open & Collaborative Ecosystem



Sources & Contact

enfpmalaysia@utm.my
mariffin@utm.my

mailto:enfpmalaysia@utm.my
mailto:mariffin@utm.my
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